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Onsite Focus Group: Recruitment Material 
Poster Example (original size: 11x17 inches) 
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Onsite Focus Group: Recruitment Material 
Flyer Example (original size: 8.5x11 inches) 
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Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission (GCPRC) Capital Improvements Study 
Focus Group Informed Consent Form for Adults 

 
Principal Investigator      

Jonathan Jarosz, Manager      
Center for Applied Environmental Research (CAER), University of Michigan-Flint 
 

 

Study Coordinators 

Leyla Sanker, Project Coordinator 
Mona Younis, Lead Administrative Coordinator 
Center for Applied Environmental Research (CAER), University of Michigan-Flint 
 
 
 

Purpose of the research study:  

The purpose of this study is to understand the perceptions, needs and wishes of County Park users for activities, 
programming, and capital improvements in the parks of the Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission. 
Information gathered through this and other focus groups and an online survey will be used identify and rank 
desired improvements to facilities, activities and programming in the Genesee County Parks system for the 5-Year 
Parks and Recreation Plan, which will be updated in 2008. 

 
What you will be asked to do in the study:  
 

You are being asked to participate in a focus group, or a small group of people (about 5 to 10) who meet together 
and provide answers and opinions for some questions asked by a group leader.  You will be asked questions about 
what you like, what you would improve, your activities, and your visits to parks in the Genesee County Parks and 
Recreation Commission system. You are also asked to fill out a short survey with questions about yourself and your 
household. 
 
 
Time required:  
 

30-60 minutes. 
 
 
Risks and benefits:  
 

You will not be at physical or psychological risk and should experience no discomfort resulting from the research 
procedures. This research meets the definition of minimal risk because the likelihood and degree of discomfort or 
harm anticipated in the research are not greater, in and of themselves, than those ordinarily encountered in daily 
life. Refreshments and shade will be provided to minimize your discomfort during your participation in the 
research study.  
 
This study is a public input process for improving the Genesee County park(s) that you enjoy. Therefore, you are 
given an opportunity to voice your preferences for park improvements which will help shape the updated 5-Year 
Parks and Recreation Plan.  
 
 
Compensation:  
 

For participating in this research, you will be provided refreshments and a coupon for your choice of a pass to 
Wolverine Campground, Crossroads Village, Genesee Bell Thursday Lunch Cruise, Bluegill or Walleye Boat Launch, 
or a 25% discount good toward any Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission program, service, or pass. 
No monetary compensation will be provided for your participation.  If you choose to withdraw from this study at 
any time, the benefits mentioned above will still be provided to you. 
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Audio recording: 
The focus group session will be audio recorded and transcribed. Upon completion of the study, audio tapes or files 
will be archived for seven years and then destroyed. Please sign if you are willing to have this interview audio 
recorded.  
 
         
Participant Signature for Audio Recording  Date 
 
Confidentiality:  
 

You will not be identified in any reports on this study. Records will be kept confidential to the extent provided by 
federal, state, and local law.  One copy of this document will be kept together with the research records of this 
study. Also, you will be given a copy to keep.   Your information will be kept in a locked file at the Center for 
Applied Environmental Research (CAER), University of Michigan-Flint for a period of seven years, after which the 
information will be destroyed. However, the Institutional Review Board, the study sponsors, or university and 
government officials responsible for monitoring this study may inspect these records.  
  
Voluntary participation:  
 

Your participation in this study is completely voluntary. There is no penalty for not participating. 
  
Right to withdraw from the study:  
 

You have the right to withdraw from the study at anytime without consequence.  
 
Whom to contact in the Center for Applied Environmental Research (CAER), University of Michigan-Flint if you 
have questions about the study:  
 

Jonathan Jarosz, Manager, Phone: (810) 767-7161 
Leyla Sanker, Project Coordinator, Phone: (810) 767-6492 
Mona Younis, Lead Administrative Coordinator, Phone: (810) 767-2163  
 
Whom to contact about your rights as a research participant in the study:  
 

Should you have questions regarding your rights as a research participant, please contact the Institutional Review 
Board, Sally Conley, 530 French Hall, 303 E. Kearsley Street, Flint, MI 48502-1950, (810) 762-3383 phone, 
sjconley@umflint.edu.  
 
Agreement:  
 

I have read the information given above. The focus group facilitator has offered to answer any questions I may 
have concerning the study. I voluntarily agree to participate in this study, and I have received a copy of this 
description.  
 
 
             
Participant Printed Name   Participant Signature   Date 
 
Do not complete below this line. To be completed by facilitator: 
 

Leyla Sanker 
Mona Younis            
Focus Group Facilitator Printed Name Focus Group Facilitator Signature  Date 
 
 
      
Focus Group Location (i.e. Park Name) 
 

mailto:sjconley@umflint.edu
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Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission (GCPRC) Capital Improvements Study 
Focus Group Informed Consent Form for Minors 

 
Principal Investigator      
Jonathan Jarosz, Manager      
Center for Applied Environmental Research (CAER), University of Michigan-Flint 
 

Study Coordinators 
Leyla Sanker, Project Coordinator 
Mona Younis, Lead Administrative Coordinator 
Center for Applied Environmental Research (CAER), University of Michigan-Flint 
 
Why am I here? 
 

We are asking you to take part in a research study because we are trying to learn more about what people think of, 
need and want for activities and improvements in the Genesee County parks.  
 
Why am I doing this study? 
 

The information gathered in this study will help the county parks choose activities and improvements for the next 
five years. 
 
Why do we need you? 
 

You have been selected to be part of this research study because you are using a Genesee County park today. 
 
What will happen to you? 
 

Along with a small group of people (about 5 to 10 people), you are being asked to share your answers and opinions 
for some questions asked by a group leader.  You will be asked questions about what you like, what you would 
improve, your activities, and your visits to Genesee County parks. What you say will be audio recorded and written 
down on paper. 
 
This research study should not give you discomfort or risk, and will give you no more discomfort than you 
experience in daily life. Snacks and shade will be given to make you comfortable. 
 
How long will it take? 
 

30-60 minutes. 
 
Did your parents say it was OK? 
 

This study was explained to your parent or guardian and your parent or guardian has given permission for you to 
participate. Still, you do not have to participate if you choose not to. 
 
Who will be helped by the research? 
 
For participating, you will be given snacks, a Frisbee, and a coupon for your choice of a pass to Wolverine 
Campground, Crossroads Village, Genesee Bell Thursday Lunch Cruise, Bluegill or Walleye Boat Launch, or a 25% 
discount good toward any Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission program, service, or pass. You will 
not receive money. 
 

This study is a way for people to have a say in improving the Genesee County park(s) that you enjoy. Therefore, 
being part of this focus group is a way to share what you want improved in the Genesee County parks over the 
next five years. 
 
Do you have to be in the study? Will you get in trouble if you are not in it? 
 
 

Participation in this study is completely voluntary. This means that you do not have to be in the study and that you 
Ƴŀȅ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ 
later change your mind and stop being part of it, you will still get the snacks, Frisbee, and coupon. 
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Will you be taped? 
 

The session will be audio recorded and answers from all participants will be written down. After the study is done, 
audio tapes or files will be stored for seven years and then destroyed. Please sign if you are willing to have this 
interview audio recorded.  
 
         
Participant Signature for Audio Recording  Date 
(If 13-17 Years of Age) 
 
         
Parent/Guardian Signature (Required)  Date 
 
Will your personal information be kept private?  
 

Your name will not be given in any reports on this study. Records of your participation will be kept private as 
required by law. One copy of this document will be kept together with the research records of this study. Also, you 
will be given a copy to keep. Your information will be kept in a locked file at the Center for Applied Environmental 
Research (CAER), University of Michigan-Flint for seven years. Then, the information will be destroyed. However, 
the Institutional Review Board, the study sponsors, or university and government officials responsible for 
monitoring this study may review these records.  
  
Whom do you contact if you have questions about the study? 
 

If you have questions about the study, please contact any of the following staff members of the University of 
Michigan-Flint Center for Applied Environmental Research (CAER): 
 Jonathan Jarosz, Manager, Phone: (810) 767-7161 
 Leyla Sanker, Project Coordinator, Phone: (810) 767-6492 
 Mona Younis, Lead Administrative Coordinator, Phone: (810) 767-2163  
 
Whom do you contact if you have questions about your rights as a research participant in the study? 
 

If you have questions regarding your rights as a research participant, please contact the Institutional Review Board, 
Sally Conley, 530 French Hall, 303 E. Kearsley Street, Flint, MI 48502-1950, (810) 762-3383 phone, 
sjconley@umflint.edu.  
 

Agreement:  
 

I have read the information given above. The focus group facilitator has offered to answer any questions I may 
have concerning the study. I voluntarily agree to participate in this study, and I have received a copy of this 
description.  
 
             
Participant Printed Name   Participant Signature (If 13-17 Years of Age) Date 
 
Parent/Guardian Agreement required for a minor (a person under the age of 18 years): 
 
             
Parent/Guardian Printed Name  Parent/Guardian Signature  Date 
 
Relationship to Subject:            
 
Do not complete below this line. To be completed by facilitator: 

 
             
Focus Group Facilitator Printed Name Focus Group Facilitator Signature  Date 
 
      
Focus Group Location (i.e. Park Name) 

mailto:sjconley@umflint.edu
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Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission: Capital Improvements Research Study 
Focus Group Mini-Survey 

 
 

Focus Group Location: _____________________________      Focus Group Date: _________________ 
 
 
1. What is your gender? (please V one) 

 
Ä FEMALE   Ä MALE 

 
 
2. What is your age? ________________ 
 
 
3. How many children and adults (including yourself) live in your household? (please fill in a number for each 

applicable age category) 
 

Children 
____ 0-5 YEARS 
____ 6-10 YEARS 
____ 11-13 YEARS 
____ 14-18 YEARS 
Adults 
____ 19-25 YEARS 
____ 26-35 YEARS 
____ 36-45 YEARS 
____ 46-55 YEARS 
____ 56-65 YEARS 
____ 66 OR OLDER 

 
 
5. What is your zip code? (please fill in your 5-digit zip code) 
 

______________________ 
 
 
6. How long have you been a resident of Genesee County over your lifetime? (please fill in a number for 

years/months) 
 

________YEARS ________MONTHS   
 
Ä I HAVE NEVER BEEN A GENESEE COUNTY RESIDENT 

 
 
7. Did you receive an invitation to participate in the Genesee County Parks and Recreation online park user 

survey this summer? 
 
Ä YES (IF SO, PLEASE ANSWER QUESTION 8) Ä NO 

 
 

8. Did you complete the Genesee County Parks and Recreation online survey? 
 

Ä YES  Ä NO 
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Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission (GCPRC) 
Capital Improvements Study 

 
Focus Group Script: 
 
Good [morning/afternoon/ evening], and welcome to our group discussion [today/tonight].  Thank you for taking 
the time to join our discussion on improvements to the Genesee County Parks. My name is [Leyla Sanker/Mona 
Younis], and I am a project coordinator for UM-Flint Center for Applied Environmental Research.  This is 
[ASSISTANT NAME] and [he/she] will be helping me record our discussion.  We are here on behalf of the Genesee 
County Parks and Recreaǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƘŜǊŜ ώǘƻŘŀȅκǘƻƴƛƎƘǘϐ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
to learn what you want to see as future park improvements.   
 
The Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission will be updating its 5-Year Parks and Recreation Plan in 
early 2008 and is seeking input from the community through a series of focus groups and an online survey. The 
updated parks plan will outline priorities for park improvements over the next five years, including improvements 
to the grounds, programs and activities of the Genesee County Parks.  We will be talking tonight and gathering 
your opinions about these topics.  As community members, you can offer us unique insights on these issues.  There 
are no wrong answers, but rather differing points of view.  Please feel free to share your point of view even if it 
differs from what others have said.  Keep in mind that we are just as interested in negative comments as positive 
comments, as negative comments can help us to later work toward addressing the issues you raise. 
 
Before we begin, let me suggest some things that will make our discussion more productive.  Please speak up ς 
only one person should talk at a time.  We are audio recording the session, because we do not want to miss any of 
your comments.  We will also be recording your comments on the large board, so if you feel your comment is not 
recorded correctly, please tell us.  We will be on a first name basis, and in later reports there will be no names 
attached to comments.  You can be assured of your confidentiality.   
 
My role here is to ask questions and listen.  I will not be participating in the conversation, but I want you to feel 
ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ 
question to the next.  There is a tendency in these discussions for some people to talk a lot, and some people not 
to say much, but it is important for us to hear from each of you because you all have different experiences.  So if 
one of you is sharing a lot, I may ask you to let others talk.  And if you are not saying much, I may ask for your 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜ ǘŀƎǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
about each other by going around the table, introducing ourseƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ώt!wY 
b!a9ϐ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ώt!w¢L/Lt!b¢ b!a9ϐΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
 
Focus Group Questions: 
 

1. What do you like the best about (PARK NAME)? 
2. What improvements would you like to see at (PARK NAME)? 
3. Of all of the improvemŜƴǘǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊ όt!wY b!a9ύΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

improvement it be? 
4. What is the most important thing that you would keep the same or preserve at (PARK NAME)? 
5. How often do you visit the Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission parks?   
6. What is your general perception of the Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission park system? 

(Note: Have the County Parks map on hand in case participants are not familiar with which parks fall 
under the GCPRC.) 

7. What recommendations do you have for improving the Genesee County Parks and Recreation 
Commission park system in general? 
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Genesee County Parks Map 
This map is as it appears in the GCPRC Great Getaway Guide map and in the Family Fun Guide 
was utilized during focus group sessions 
 

 


