Appendix E: Online Suey Results; Section 2

Open Ended Commentsom
Section Two of the Online Survey
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and perceptions of Genesee County Park System

Question 4: Referenced to Tabik6

Question 7: Referenced to Table 28

Question 8: Referenced to Tabl&§, 31, 32, 33

Question 11: Referenced tbable42

Question 13: Referenced to Tabs3

Question 15: Referenced to Tabld

Question 16: Referenced to Tably
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4. Which Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission parks do you or
your family visit?

NOTE: Spelling, grammar and punctuation have not been altered from original responses.
Order may have been changed for grouping purposes.

Rust Park

wolverine camp grounds
flushing riverside trail from park to town
oakland county parks
Swartz Creek, Monbse

Fire Park Burton

Holly

Lapeer Co Parks/Torzewski
Rust Park

Swartz Creek

physicians park

Bicenntial Park, Grand Blanc
Flushing river trail walk

Flushing
County Park
is favored
for its family-
friendly
areas and
river trail.
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7. What factors are important to you when choosing whether or not to visit a
Genesee County Parks aftecreation Commission park?

NOTE: Spelling, grammar and punctuation have not been altered from original responses.
Order may have been changed for grouping purposes.

Trails / Signage
e Walking Trails are VERY important. Parks should be open longer
e pawed bike trails

Facilities

shelter from the weather, either shade when too hot, or cover when raining
Playground equipment

PARKING, GOOD SEATING, GOOD PICNIC TABLES

Able to walk my dog.

Maintenance / Cleanliness
¢ maintenance of facility
Clean rest room falities
HOW IT IS MAINTAINED
cleanliness
cleanliness and maintenance
| also consider the condition of the facilities present at any of the parks. | will not, for
instance, revisit some of the public fishing sites due to disrepair, litter and general
disrepare.
e clean water, litterfree, clean bathrooms

Programs / Activities
e Things to do such as water park, etc.
e education that is fun and safe.
e Child Friendly play and learn areas.

Cost / Hours / Marketing
e cost

Natural Areas / Nature / Landscaping

e secludedspots
e exposure to nature, will we see wildlife or native plants
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8. Please rate the followingharacteristics of the overallGenesee County Parks
and Recreation Commission park system based on your knowledge of and
experience with the parks.

NOTE: Spéllg, grammar and punctuation have not been altered from original responses.
Order may have been changed for grouping purposes.

General Activities (Other)
e outdoor wedding
PICKED UP TRASH
ride the train
disc golf
BMX RACING / RC CARS
metal detecting
wedding pictures taken at ForMar
nature program at For Mar

Water Activities (Other)
e walking on beach or beside river / stream
e splash pad at bluebell
e Splashpad

Trail Activities (Other)
e (et lost
huckleberry railroad
disc golf
Family reunion & softball game.
Skd dog training

Sports Activities (Other)
o Kkite flying
e running
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11. Are there other types of park amenities not listed above would you like to
see the Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission prioritize in future
development or improvements withinhe existing park system?

NOTE: Spelling, grammar and punctuation have not been altered from original responses.
Order may have been changed for grouping purposes.

Programs / Activities

Music or movies in the park in more locations.

outdoor concerts

Some sort of team sports in the summer like volleyball.

more disc golf coarses or expansion of Goldenrod.

As a parent | would also like to see some kind of educational safety for kids such as how

to use nature to help you if you get lost. moss grows on réage side of the tree or

what time of day it is from where the sun is in the sky. the sun rises in the east and sets
in the west so looking at a shadow you can tell which way you are going. what plants are
good to eat. how to make shelter if you have meaking signals to flag for help.

e Longer Railroad ride, you used to have a longer train ride, but you tore up the tracks,
why??

e More historical events at Crossroads Village and Huckleberry Railroad.

e Bring Back the reinactment of the train robberies,whethee like it or not it did
happen.

e | think Wolerine camp ground is a great place but more is needed , The park is for
familes but it offers nothing for the children to do. it would be great to see rentals of
bikes and even a game room. miniture golf thesedis would make it a more enjoyable
stay.

e more events for people with disabilities.

¢ FREE CHILDRENS NATURE HUNTaBaYthildren within specific age group have a
guided nature tour/hunt for rare insect/animal groups including info about their specific
habitat.

e Save Sledding

Facilities

¢ It would be great to have a water park/splash pad in southern Genesee county!!!!

e would LOVE to see a water park or additional splash pads

e i think a water park like torezuski park would be nice could use richfield park right
behind the bmx track keep croud close to the road ,the dirt road into the park is a turn
off to a lot of people. it is a long way back for someone with a clean car.

e | think a water park would be a great idea but it has to be in an area where more
residens would be likely to visit it, like Linden or Flushing. I thin the splash pad at
Bluebell is great but my husband won't take the kids there because of the area.
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A local water park or water playground items in multiple areas within Genesee County
would be HUGELY welcomed.

A multi use and dog park in Flint township

Along the lines of a dog park, | would like to see areas near a lake accessible for dogs. |
have one that loves the water, but isn't allowed due to changes in the park policy this
year. This was gappointing to find out.

Place to walk my dog.

| think the dog park is a great idea! It's hard for my dog to get enough exercise when he
has to be on a six foot leash.

renovate/reopen timberwolf campground,and reopen goldenrod beach

Reopen and improve Tirebwolf Campground as a family campground with electric and
water, at least.

open timberwolf campground back up

Yes, camping with horses area

| THINK YOU SHOULD HAVE SOME KIND OF RESOURCE CENTER AT THE CAMP GROU
FOR THE KIDS TO BE ABLE TO LOOK UPANSEIREES AND THINGS LIKE THAT

need water in all bathrooms at wolverine campgrounds.

When it says "nommotorized water activities" | am not certain if it ment just just a place

to use them. But | would LOVE to be able to rent a canoe or kayak perhagstiaéo

Flint River Trail. It would be great for people who cannot afford to purchase their own
boats.

A canoe/kayak livery would be nice, that offers rentals of various watercraft for low cost

It would be nice to have rental opportunities for fishing drahting within the parks.

Rental of noAmotorized boats (sail boats, canoes, paddle boats, etc.) would be fun!
Renting of Canoes & Tubes! | would love to see tubing as an activity which is offered in
Northern Michigan! There is nothing more relaxing thasl@v tube down a lazy river!
Would love to see this!

pocket parks developed in new subdivisons. Put up play grounds in existing subdivisions
where lots have been sold to Land Bank.

neighborhood playgrounds giving children access by foot

more playgroundsor pre schoolers

More swings, slides, play castles and general play spaces provided near every pavilion.
More backed park benches near every play area for parents to sit on and supervise the
children. New marked trails to walk through wooded areagit@ walkers another way

to travel without being on the car's road. More shade areas around the beaches,
especially Bluebell's Splash Pad area, and Bluebell Beach. Better signs so that people
don't get lost and just drive around and around and maps tovkmhere to find specific
numbered pavillions. A different jungle gym area for bigger boys to climb up and jump
off of than the ones for smaller children.

Playgrounds

More playgroundsfewer horse things!!

Swimming pool, Aquatic center
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Swimming pools...do often the water quality in Gen. County keeps us out of the lake
water.

Is it possible to have a couple of public swimming pools.

public pool

few more pavilions

How about a dancing pavillion? For the dance classes offered.

| would like to see more drinkg water fountains near pavilions in places like Richfield
park, perhaps new wells. | would also like to see the old, disfunctional wells properly
closed and abondoned per state regulations.

better restrooms, basebalbasketball courtgpicnic ggrounds

When portable toilets are you the stay should be handicapped accessible. The walking
and hiking trails should have more benches places to rest. The boat launch areas could
also have more benches.

More accessable handicap entrances i.e remove or eliminate ddls at places at
Crossroads Village.

Spend some time making the BMX track accesable to handicap motorized and non
motorized equipment. Many elderly and handicaped persons wish to watch their loved
ones race BMX and the sand around the concession siaddbleacher areas is almost
imposible to move in with a wheeled device.

concessions on holidays in parks not just crossroads village

outdoor ice skating rink or on ponds (?)

Archery/Skeet Range

Possibly an archery and/or firearms range.

Build a facilityike Mikwaukee's Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservattrg Milwaukee
Domes. That is a beautiful facility that can be enjoyed year round. But it would have to
be maintained and | think that is one of Genesee County Park's biggest preblem
facilitiesare not maintained.

skateboard park

YES, A ROCK CLIMBING FEATURE AT THE MOUNDS... WE CAN'T WAIT!!!I

New buildings for the Cummings center. Tear down existing buildings in poor shape.
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Trails / Signhage

More benches in the nature trails. And more opporitigs for the Riverboat rides.
| would like to see groomed trails for cross country skiing at ForMar.

ORYV trails. More Playgrounds. More bike paths.

More trail maintenance at the Mounds ORV park.

Rails to Trails from small town to small town

Connect meoe of the County trails.

Trail maps and interpretive signage.

Paved Biking/walking paths

More walking trails.

trash recepticals along flint river trails!

Improved clean up, matinance, and development for hiking in the Hogback area.
Restrooms for eveningalkers at the ForMar Nature Preserve.

Maintenance / Cleanliness

Mosquito and Poison Ivy control

We have wonderful parks, beaches, boat launches etc. | am not saying they need
improvements persay... they need to be properly maintained. | love the rustic
campground at Wolverine and camp there frequently yet the bathroom order gets to be
overwhelming. Why not install flush toilets, there is power there. The distance to water

and sewer pipes is not that great a distance.

RESTORE PATON LODGE

keep Crossroadgllage in good repair and continue to exoand it.

BLACK TOP/PAVE THE PARKING LOT AT THE BMX TRACK AT RICHFIELD PARK. REPL
BLEACHERS AT FRONT AND BACK OF BMX TRACK. REPLACE OLDER UNSAFE PI(
TABLES AT BMX TRACK. REPLACE SIGN THAT WAS KNOCKEBNDOWRABK
ENTRANCE BY CARELESS MOTORIST. OPEN TIMBERWOLF CAMPGROUND

Staff / Security / Safety

better security at blue bell beach. feel uncomfortable there when alot of teens there
Playgrounds and hiking trails patrolled more often by rangers to maken tbafer
(Interpretive or law enforcement rangers in the parks would give visitors access to
knowledgable park staff.

Maybe put speed bumps through out the driving area of the parks to keep speeds down
and children more safe.

Cost / Hours / Marketing

Parls open every day

| would like to see brochures at CrossRoads Village that described the buildings. Many
people have suggested this. We also have many,many requests for the return of the
train robbery.
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Natural Areas / Nature / Landscaping
e contemplation @rden
e Places to be outdoors and enjoy nature in a safe setting.

General Positive / Negative

e The county parks were created to be regional parks. Lets not overdevelop them with
recreational facilities that are best left to the local municipalities and stlsgstems.
Futhermore, if they were developed could they be maintained ?

e Improvements at FeMar

¢ Improved water quality.

e We ALWAYS go camping to canada for the way the parks are taken care and the entire
belief system embeded in the parks. The webb pate, information, the nature
centers, the classes for the children etc. It is magnificent. Visit www.OntarioParks.com
and learn!!!

Park users appreciate being able to rent pavilions, such as the one at Linden County Park.
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