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Online Survey ς Section Two:  
 

 Open-Ended Comments Regarding Why Respondents  
Chose Certain Genesee County Parks and Recreation Parks  
as Their Favorite Parks 

 

 hǘƘŜǊ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ н ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ά²Ƙȅέ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ 
certain Genesee County Parks as their favorite park 

 

 Question 5: Referenced to Table 27 

Appendix F:  Online Survey Results ς Section 2 
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5. What is your favorite Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission park?  
and 6. Why is it your favorite park (be specific)? 
 
NOTE:  Spelling, grammar and punctuation have not been altered from original responses.  

Order may have been changed for grouping purposes.   

 

Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 88 respondents chose 
Crossroads Village and Huckleberry Railroad as their favorite park for the 
following reasons. 
 

History 
 Because it's a trip back in time. One day at Crossroads Village gives you a real feel of 

what life was like at the turn of the century. 

 Because of all the history there, as well as the fun activities there. It also reminds me of 
my old hometown in Ohio because of how calming and relaxing it feels there. 

 Community heritage 

 Crossroads is fun and takes you back in history.   

 Crossroads Village and Huckleberry Rail Road is historical.  It's a quiet setting while still 
being a "town" situation.  I enjoy watching people, especially children; learn new "old" 
things.  I like how they have special events and decorations for certain holidays, etc. 

 I enjoy the history. 

 I enjoy the local history. 

 I and my family were at one time members of the Friends of the carousel At cross roads. 
I also have participated in the living history and re-enacting at the village. As a member 
of Linden Sportsmen club We used to do muzzle loading demonstrations there also. 

 I enjoy walking around the village and seeing the old buildings, like all the flower 
gardens that are in the village now.  It is a very peaceful place to visit. 

 I especially like the historic steam railroad. 

 History, activities, great setting 

 I just love the atmosphere of Crossroads Village and the peace and serenity of "going 
ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜέ ŀǎ L ƳƻǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƭƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŀǘ /ǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
connects the past to the present. It is educational and and the characters educate the 
visitors on the historical sites and people pertaining to the village. I love Crossroads and 
the Huckleberry Railroad at Christmas and at Halloween as well. I often go to Crossroads 
to unwind and "escape to another time and place in history." 

 I like historical value of the Village and the family atmosphere. 

 I like the historic aspect of the park. I can enjoy it with my young nephew or alone. I like 
to be able to walk throughout the park without the worry of traffic and the activity 
going on. I enjoy watching the demonstrations and riding the historic train. 

 I love history, and things historical.  I appreciate the programs, especially the old time 
music festival. 

 I love the old buildings and little shops.  The theatre is great. 
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 Like the historical aspect of the park. 

 like the old fashion felling of the park 

 It offers an opportunity to appreciate historical items and the level of entertain is 
appropriate for our needs. 

 It's a fun and educational place for families to enjoy.  we find history interesting. 

 The sense of History that prevails there is really enjoyable. 

 Enjoy the train rides and it is a beautiful area in the county.  Love the the history of Flint 
and the surrounding area that is represented.  My husband and I thoroughly enjoy when 
the UAW has events. 

 They have the historical education for children & adults. There is hands on learning for 
all. You have historical rides & the train. There is something new each season. It's like 
stepping back in time. The staff is very informative on a variety of subjects, from how to 
cook in the 1800's to how much water does the steam locomotive use per mile. 

 We enjoy antiques and stuff about history. 

 We like history. 

 
Programs / Activities 

 1) Huckleberry Rail Road.    2) It is all very interesting. 

 Activities and programs offered there are very child/family friendly. 

 Enjoy the special activities planned.  Especially like Halloween Events and play that is put 
on. 

 Educational, has seasonal events, accessible throughout the year. 

 For the events -- Thomas the Tank Engine, Halloween, and Christmas. (Our last visit was 
"Heroes" to come and see the fire engine.) 

 FOR WITH THE GRANDKIDS. BEEN BOTH TIMES FOR THOMAS THE TRAIN. HALLOWEEN 
AND CHRISTMAS ARE REALLY ENJOYABLE. 

 Halloween candy and Christmas at crossroads, and the train. 

 HAS ALOT  OF CHILDREN FOCUSED ACTIVITIES FOR MY 2 YEAR OLD-WE HAVE A 
MEMEBERSHIP TO A CAMPGROUND-BUT PRIOR TO THAT MEMBERSHIP HAD SPENT 
SOME TIME AT WOLVERINE CAMPGROUND AND ENJOY IT ALSO 

 Has the most activities for the community 

 have different thing to do for all age of people 

 Children do a lot of field trips to the school and old city-like setups 

 I love all the holidays there. We have been going to Christmas at Crossroads since the 
lights were free! 

 I loved taking my class to the village because it provided them with a great experience 
that went along with our unit in social studies on life in the 1800's.  Because our district 
is requiring a fingerprinting for any adults who take around small groups, we eliminated 
the trip this year. 

 It is the park we visit most often, due to events offered (Christmas, Thomas, Halloween, 
etc.) 

 Lots to do.  Fun activities for the kids.  Day out with Thomas, Halloween, etc. 
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 Lots to see and do. A jewel of the county 

 Many different activities are offered. 

 many nice programs for children and parents. 

 New exhibits, different seasons, always enjoyable 

 Our children can interact with the varies activities at Crossroads. 

 Our son loves trains and being able to explore the village.  He's already asking about our 
2nd visit to Thomas and our annual visits at Halloween & Christmas.  He loves the knee 
high naturalist program at For Mar too! 

 Someplace to take the kids and do family stuff 

 the Halloween program they offer - my family goes together every year 

 Enjoy trains, crafts, history, boating. 

 The railroad 

 The whole family gets to have fun and learn.  They have safe activities for the children.  
My kids love the boat, train, and theater.  The people are very friendly and always 
willing to help. 

 There are so many activities for all 3 of our generations. 

 There is always something different going on whenever we visit. 

 Train rides; lots of fun, family oriented activities 

 Variety of activities. 

 we enjoy the Halloween adventure and Christmas dinner 

 we get to see things we normally don't see while I'm working there. 

 we have a autistic child that likes to ride the train 

 We like the Halloween and Christmas programs 

 We like the programs and activities offered 

 We LOVE the Halloween Trick or Treating program at Crossroads Village.  We have 
participated in this event for the last seven years and always look forward to it.  We 
have also visited at Christmas and Easter.  We love Crossroads Village and Huckleberry 
Rail Road! 

 

Atmosphere  
 Can take grandchildren to it and everyone has a great time. Different themes add to the 

enjoyment. 

 A relaxing place to be 

 Good enjoyment for the entire family. Relaxing to be there.  You don't have to rush. 

 Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Rail Road is my favorite because I have been going 
there since I was very little and now I take my own children there. 

 Enjoy the people and employees there. Relaxing to go to and the train ride is nice, they 
need a few displays along the train ride in the summer like Halloween and Christmas is. 
The show in the opera house is always enjoyable. The Thomas weekends are great; I 
think they should keep them. 

 I am employed there and it is a wonderful place to work with a great atmosphere 
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 I have enjoyed Crossroads Village and Huckleberry RR ever since they opened!  I took 
my children there and my grandchildren and I now work there.  I will take my great 
grandchildren there if I'm able!  Stepping Stone Falls is a great place to visit also. 

 It's an interesting, informative and fun place to take our grandchildren!  The staff and 
the setting are very pleasant and we are fortunate to have this jewel in Genesee County. 

 It's historical, relaxing and a lot of learning 

 The beautiful gardens and the historic buildings are a very relaxing and comfortable 
setting to visit. 

 The friendly atmosphere generated by the people that work there 
 

General 
 ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƳ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǎŜŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΗ 

 Kids and adults can learn more in one afternoon than in a month of school history 

 My family and I have been visiting Crossroads for many years. I like how the theme 
changes all the time from the summer programs to Halloween, Christmas. The 
accessibility to the train, boat and most of the buildings, give a child or adult in a 
wheelchair a chance to have fun also. 

 It is a well-maintained facility and educational for all ages. 

 the only one we visited 

 It was my favorite park until the anti gun woman kicked out all the civil war groups.  She 
should not be in charge!!!!!!!! 

 We love the family atmosphere, the staff, and the activities for the kids. The kids are 
thrilled every time, but it is also a very special time for adults, too. 

 WE love the train and the old fashioned buildings. We love it especially at Christmas 
 

Huckleberry 
Railroad is 
a perennial 
favorite 
among 
those who 
took the 
survey. 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 44 respondents chose For-
Mar Nature Preserve and Arboretum as their favorite park for the following 
reasons. 
 

Natural Areas / Nature / Landscaping 
 A place to walk where it is quiet and we are able to observe nature.    We have enjoyed 

some of the programs such as tree identification. 

 Ability to take long walks in a natural setting.  Often go to educational programs, enjoy 
gardens and arboretum.  Taking opportunity to leave city for country atmosphere.  
Watch birds and other wildlife. 

 Beautiful nature trails.  Quiet times.  Educational.  We have participated in many nature 
programs.  Good staff.  Well maintained. 

 Close to nature; nature/wildlife is protected.  Programs for children as well as adults. 

 for all the different wildlife 

 I enjoy running through the park and seeing the wildlife.  However, this year due to the 
construction, I have not tried since early spring. 

 I like the trails, it's quiet, and I see a lot of animals, and rare plants.  It's also very close to 
my home, so, I can go there every day it's open, which I, typically, do 

 I like to get outside and walk. I enjoy taking care of the Bluebird nest boxes when I have 
time to do it. I have been taking care of four grand sons and can not do it as much as I 
would like to. I hope to get back at it full time next year. 

 I like watching the birds at the feeders and enjoy the extensive trails.  The lilacs were 
beautiful this year, and we enjoyed a special "Mother's Day" walk to enjoy them. 

 I love the trails and the wildlife. There is a lot to explore there and no two walks are ever 
the same. I'm a birdwatcher and like to variety. 

 Interesting trails to watch wildlife 

 It has nice trails and it is just relaxing. You see a lot of wildlife and trees/flowers. 

 Place to go for piece and quiet.  I like walking alone in the woods and observing 
wildflowers and wildlife.  I feel safe there. 

 Nature oriented with good walking/hiking trails. 

 Wild Life, nature center, trails, trees, wild flowers, ponds, nature study programs for 
everyone 

 It's very peaceful, educational, and just a beautiful place to walk. 

 Large trail system with is very well maintained, great education opportunities.  Really 
liked music in the park.  Great facility!!!!!!! 

 Size, trails and variety of wildlife. 

 The center has many interesting displays and activities and the staff is very friendly and 
helpful, but best part is walking the many trails. We, however, do miss the bridge over 
Kearsley Creek. Will it be replaced? 

 The trails are great for the kids. We love to sit and watch the deer and we also love the 
bird watch tower. 

 The trails are terrific... and I love the educational building. 
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 It is quiet, has nice trails, and offers educational programs for children. 

 we are able to take our grandchildren to programs and walking on the preserve. We also 
enjoy cross country skiing and hiking the trails. The grounds are also well kept and the 
Arboretum is beautiful. 

 we enjoy the nature trails, and the special programs available. 
 

Programs / Activities 
 As a Cub Scout Leader, I find For-Mar to be fun and interesting for my Scouts. 

 For-Mar children educational activities by Rosemary 

 Important classes, trips on site, help with teaching material for my classes 

 Lots of learning activities 

 Ms. Rosemary provides excellent classes for the children--she keeps their interest, treats 
them with respect and love, shares her enthusiasm for nature.  In addition, it is a 
beautiful park--the kids feel like they are really in "nature", rather than at a playground.  
We also enjoy the Flushing park often! 

 enjoy the education part of Formar, the walks are peaceful and enjoyable, 

 Nature programs for children and adults. Walking trails. 

 We love the nature exhibits and the quiet trails.  The turtles are fun to watch and the 
nature classes are awesome!! 

 knee high program is very well organized and informative. 

 Knee-high Naturalist classes, Wildlife, close to family, clean, nice staff. 

 It can be used year round, has adequate warm bathrooms, and can feed the imagination 
and curiosity of a 9 year old child. Staff is helpful and patient with children's questions.  
Plenty of free or low cost activities for all ages. Close to Flint and major roads. 
 

Location 
 Close and convenient for walking 

 Close to home and feel the safest. 

 close to home -easy access 

 close to my house, nice trails, nice nature center 

 Easy access - Close to home - Serenity 

 It is close to home and we enjoy the trails for hiking and biking, as well as the nature 
visitor center for educational purposes. 

 Simply because of its proximity to my home in Burton. 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 22 respondents chose 
Flushing County Park as their favorite park for the following reasons. 
 

Location 
 because we can ride our bikes to it. 

 Close to home and enjoying walking my dog and biking in park. 

 close, clean, well equipped and patrolled by police 

 Closet to home, and connected to new walkway in Flushing. 

 Great location, nice size, plenty of things to do, nice and clean. Safe. 

 It is close to home and provides natural beauty to enjoy. 

 It is located in my community. 

 It is the closest, prettiest, and best laid out park around. 

 It is very convenient to our home.   We can walk or ride bikes for access and especially 
enjoy the Flushing Trailway that is a part of the park. 

 It's close to home and with the price of gas it's quick and affordable. 

 location 

 Location-close to home 

 proximity to our home; beautiful 

 It is clean, with friendly people and most important it is close to our home. 
 

Other / General 
 has good activities area for the kids and a paved bike trail/walking trail for us.  Quiet and 

clean. 

 I like the "atmosphere there and the playground is nice for my children." 

 It is the cleanest, quietest park I have found.  There is plenty of space for the kids to play 
and there is a trail into the park from Bueches.  It is very close to home and set in a great 
place. 

 Nature, beauty, Location 

 No wild Kids 

 THE TRAILS THROUGH THE WOODS ARE OUR FAVAORITE, AND IT IS VERY CONVENIENT 
TO WHERE WE LIVE.  WHEN WE HAVE EXTRA TIME, WE GO OUT TO THE FLUSHING 
NATURE PARK, WHERE THERE ARE NO VEHICLES AND YOU INFREQUENTLY RUN INTO 
OTHER PEOPLE, LOTS OF NATURAL BEAUTY. 

 Walking trails 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 15 respondents chose 
Linden County Park and Clover Beach as their favorite park for the following 
reasons. 
 

Location and Other 
 close to home 

 Close to home and facilities are appropriate. 

 close to home and nice playground 

 close to home with concerts we attend 

 Close to home. 

 closest to home, variety of activities: sledding, swimming, playground, picnics, Genesee 
county parks activities 

 closest, nice, beach area, mature trees 

 It is close to home, has numerous activities available such as biking, walking, running, 
jogging, swimming, pavilions, open spaces for kite flying and sports. 

 It is easy to get to and near where I live. It allows dogs. 

 It is the only Genesee county park near Fenton.  The others are too far to travel to. 

 location 

 I like the improvements they have made there, the walking trail, and it's near. 

 Park of my childhood and close and safe and well-kept and nice beach 

 Scenery, Memories, Safe & Secure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Those who live near Linden County Park often chose it as their favorite  
Genesee County Park. 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 14 respondents chose 
Richfield County Park and BMX Track as their favorite park for the following 
reasons. 
 

Natural Areas / Nature / Landscaping 
 Because of the many acres, large trees, trails, and bridge over the river. 

 I like the large size and low visitation which allows me to get off the beaten path to 
watch birds, study plants, and explore. I also enjoy the river and the old CCC bridge, 
stairway, and pavilions. 

 I love the area, it's extremely quiet and so beautiful...a very peaceful place to relax at. 

 It doesn't seem as developed. I like woodsy areas with leaves on the ground and rough 
trails. I want to feel like I'm in nature, not a man-made park. I like the river too. 

 Pine trees, trails, bridge, river, secluded places to be alone and pavilions to enjoy with 
groups, open all year round, sunny and wooded areas, quiet in the winter............... 

 There is everything! Water, trees, trails, and playgrounds! 

 Less than 10 miles from our home, beautiful setting and good for walking. 
 

Facilities 
 L¢Ω{ ¢I9 hb[¸ t!wY Lb ¢I9 /h¦b¢¸ ¢I!¢ I!{ ! .a· ¢w!/Y ![hbD ²L¢I h¢I9w 

SPORTS FACILITIES THAT PROVIDE A FUN ACTIVITY TO DO.  IT ALSO HAS TABLES, 
PAVILIONS, GRILLS, AND NICE PICNIC AREAS TO ACCOMODATE THOSE WISHING FOR A 
QUITE PLACE TO RELAX 

 The BMX Track.  Son and neighborhood children have become interested in this sport.  
They have won local, State and national titles this year. 

 It's not far from our house, and we went there when I was a child.  We like the 
playground, and the bridge. 

 my family has been going here for generations. this park has such potential it's hard to 
watch it decay through the years the little kids playground is nice though. we like to jog, 
rollerblade, and bike, not much bmx though, also we use the pavilions too but they are 
really showing some wear. Please fix the tennis courts and ball fields, we would like to 
use these but they are too far gone. I would really like to see some repaved roads inside 
Richfield park for roller blading and biking or a separate paved path but it needs edging 
put down so the tree roots don't grow under the path! at the bluegill boat launch and 
bike path this has been the problem for years, way too rough for roller blades. 

 Playground structure, paved roads for children to ride bikes. 

 There is alot of space for different activities. Many roads to ride bikes with our child. 

 this park is located in a highly populated area and is used by a lot of people and has a lot 
to offer 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 11 respondents chose 
Wolverine Campground and Buttercup Beach as their favorite park for the 
following reasons. 
 
Facilities 

 Because of the camping, swimming and picnic area all in one spot 

 Good for camping and boating 

 Love to camp close to home yet it seems we are in northern Michigan!  Great fishing 
and friends & family are close to visit during the day. 

 My mom and sisters and myself like to camp together at wolverine campground. We like 
that the sites are shaded and cool. We have a campfire at one site so we can all spend 
time together. We like to go bike riding and go for walks on the trails in the park. My 
sister has a boat and takes the kids tubing all the time. We have seen great 
improvement in the park security within the last 4 or 5 years. I camp alone with my 2 
kids it is scary at night to have drunks walking through your campsites arguing and 
fighting. We also like the spacious sites. 

 The lake and camping 

 We like to camp 
 

Other 
 always nice and clean  friendly staff  and we like the trails  activities for grand children 

 BECAUSE IT,S CLEAN AND FAMILY FREINDLY 

 good place to meet new exciting people/????????? 

 We love the "up north" atmosphere.  We only wish the camping season was longer so 
we could go more often.  We miss Timberwolf campground. 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 8 respondents chose 
Stepping Stone Falls and Picnic Area as their favorite park for the following 
reasons. 
 

 Easy access and I like to listen to the water falls. 

 I like to watch the falls and I like picnics. 

 I love to walk though and standing by the falls just watching the people and the lights at 
night are beautiful! 

 Love the waterfalls, bridges, Paddlewheel boat!  Great for photography!  But we also 
love canoeing, swimming, boating, walking the nature trails and camping so it's really 
hard to choose just this park as a favorite!  Really, I love most of the parks! But 
especially the ones with swimming, camping, canoe launches, bike trails, rivers & lakes, 
horseback riding!  And of course, who doesn't love Crossroads Village & Huckleberry 
Railroad and the Genesee Belle Paddlewheel Boat and For-Mar Nature Preserve! 

 nice walking 

 the beauty of it 

 We have enjoyed the Genesee Bell Dinner Cruses, until they became too expensive. 
 

Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 7 respondents chose 
Bluebell Beach and Splash Pad as their favorite park for the following reasons. 
 

 I enjoy watching my children play in the splash pad and playground area also the 
weekend activities that take place are fun and educational. WE really enjoy the activities 
and fireworks that take place the day before memorial day. 

 Love the splash pad, don't like beach, wish there was a pool somewhere 

 Playground and splash pad 

 splash pad and playground 

 the kids love that they can ride there bikes on the path then play on the nice new 
playground  equipment and they love the splash pad 

 We can do a variety of outdoor activities, including bike riding along the trail without 
interruptions from motor-vehicle traffic 

 I enjoy watching the fish and sitting along the edge of the beach. 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 7 respondents chose Buell 
Lake County Park as their favorite park for the following reasons. 
 

 Buell Lake is where we usually go fishing. It is relatively close by and has everything we 
need whether we take a boat or just fish off the docks. It has a playground for the kids 
and we just really enjoy going there.  We like Flushing because it is also close by and 
when we want to bike, walk or just enjoy nature, picnic with the kids or whatever it is 
the closest place to go. 

 Close to home - I can walk there.  Love the lake especially no speed boats.  Like the 
quiet, the trees, the privacy, wildlife and plants.  Nice pavilions.  New dock is nice but I 
hate that people feed the swans and have turned them into beggars. 

 Close to home. 

 FISHING AND PLAY AREA 

 quite and out of the way. 
 

Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 6 respondents chose the 
Flint River Trail as their favorite park for the following reasons. 
 

 bicycling 

 Biking and jogging are my favorite sports 

 enjoy biking the area, connects to or allows access other parks (Bluebell Beach, Stepping 
Stone, Crossroads Village.  Allows us to enjoy nature while obtaining exercise and 
interaction with others with same interests 

 Gets me "back to nature" without a long drive north.  It is very refreshing to see 
wildflowers and wildlife so close to the City. 

 I ride my bicycle once/twice a week with the Friends Of The Flint River Trail. Great 
people, great fun, and great exercise! 

 it's close to our home and we enjoy the wildlife. it is secluded and we can walk our dogs. 
 

Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 5 respondents chose the 
Bluegill Boat Launch as their favorite park for the following reasons. 
 

 fish + CC skiing 

 I like to ride my bike there and then ride the biking trail. I do it about three times a week 
until the weather gets cold. 

 QUIET AND PIECEFULL 

 walking, biking, inline skating fishing 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 4 respondents chose the 
Goldenrod Disc Golf Course as their favorite park for the following reasons. 

 

 Because it is one of the top 5 disc golf courses in Michigan. 

 Because there are trails to walk back into the old campground and along the lakes back 
there (which has now been opened for fishing) It is quiet and rural.  If you walk thru the 
campground and down the road back, it is a nice long walk with no traffic. 

 I enjoy playing Disc Golf 

 I like disc golf! 
 

Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 3 respondents chose the 
Everett A. Cummings Center as their favorite park and 3 chose Holloway 
Reservoir Regional Park Dam and Canoe Launch for the following reasons. 
 

 Everett A. Cummings Center 

 Can be used for horseback riding and sled dog training. We use it for both and it is close 
to home (Clio) 

 I really enjoy going to the fair every year it is something to look forward to at the end of 
the summer. 

 Location to home. It is very beautiful and peaceful when I go there. Can relax and think. 
would like to eventually visit and do more at other areas of park system. 

 Holloway Reservoir Regional Park Dam and Canoe Launch 

 access to fishing 

 I enjoy the historical significance and the varied activities at crossroads Village.  I also 
like the fact that other organizations hold activities there that I can participate in.    
Phishing is why my prime activities that's why I like your boat launches. 

 Power boating, water skiing, swimming, and sunbathing. 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 2 respondents chose the 
Hogbacks as their favorite park and 2 chose Walleye-Pike Boat Launch for the 
following reasons. 
 

Hogbacks 
 I like the undeveloped natural feel of the area.  I always see a great deal of wildlife when 

walking there. It is nice to have some areas like it that are not parkified.  I like the fact that it 
is fairly close to where I live. 

 I like to run/hike rugged trails.  The Hogbacks are close to where I live and while I am there I 
often see wildlife such as deer, wild turkey and hawks.  The trails are challenging, and I 
often take a group of others with me to run them.  It amazes me that mountain bikers 
haven't discovered this hidden gem.  I know several who drive to Pinckney to ride the 
Potowotamie trail, while this one is closer and just as challenging.  I appreciate the fact that 
you have porta-potties and a water pump at the Elba Equestrian complex so we can stop in 
the middle of our run and fill our water bottles and use the john! 

 

Walleye-Pike Boat Launch 
 Easy access for fishing 

 This is where we launch our boat; it is a very nice boat launch, love that it has bathrooms. 
 

Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 1 respondent chose the 
Elba Equestrian Complex as their favorite park, 1 chose Toboggan Hill and 1 
chose Zemmer Park for the following reasons. 
 

Elba Equestrian Complex 
 Horse back riding 

 

Toboggan Hill 
 Other than having to pay for it, it is a fun place to take the kids in the winter 

 

Zemmer Park 
 I love the incredibly beautiful, natural setting.  It reminds me of the shores of Lake Michigan, 

just on a smaller scale. 
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Of 266 responses dealing with Genesee County Parks, 21 respondents did not 
choose a favorite park for the following reasons. 
 

 Each one is unique, and valuable in their own right. 

 Historic site; special events. 

 I love all the parks because each one offers something different, i.e. scenery, amount of 
activity, amenities, etc.  I love spending time at all of them. 

 I wish I could choose a favorite, but none of the parks have interesting and safe walking 
trails that are nearby enough to really use, so I go to the Genesys Hospital walking trail.  
That gets monotonous after a while though. 

 L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
 
 

 


