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Certificate Program Guidelines

The Curriculum Committee recommends the following guidelines for Certificate Programs involving primarily CAS courses.

General concerns: 

Certificate programs should be designed to provide a specific set of experiences and/or skills for a target audience.  It is expected that certificate programs will be for audiences that are not currently served with existing programs.  Courses in the certificate programs can be any combination of on- and off-campus offerings. 

Departmental responsibilities: 

Departmental oversight will be according to the policy stated by Provost Wong and the Faculty Assembly in April 1987.  "All credit- granting courses and programs administered by Extension and Continuing Education must have a commitment from the academic department(s) involved to monitor quality on an ongoing basis.  This includes exercising control over faculty selection, faculty evaluation and course content, as well as conducting a periodic review of the courses and programs." 

Specific guidelines:

· Certificate programs must have a written set of program objectives *** and a CAASP approved assessment plan listing educational outcomes consistent with the mission of CAS.***

· Courses must be specified to provide students with a coherent education experience and allow them to ***acquire the skills, abilities, and knowledge listed as educational outcomes.***

· Programs can have a strong focus on one discipline, or be multidisciplinary, including cross-unit courses and faculty governance.  ***”faculty governance” makes no sense to me here.  Does it refer to team teaching??**

· Certificate programs should have a communication component ***in the educational outcomes.***  This communication component would be ***addressed*** either within required courses or a specific course appropriate to the field.

· To be admitted into the certificate program, students must meet CAS admission requirements.

· Programs will typically have 12-24 credits.

· ***To receive the certificate, *** students must earn a C grade or better in all courses.

· The periodic program review process must include ***the implementation of a CAASP approved assessment plan as part of the ***provision for assessment and continuation.

