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International Student Center (ISC) 
219 Harding Mott University Center 

303 East Kearsley St. Flint, MI 48502-1960 
Phone: (810) 762-0867   Fax: (810) 762-0006 

Email: international-student-center@umflint.edu 
Web: www.umflint.edu/isc  

Welcome to the University of MichiganWelcome to the University of MichiganWelcome to the University of MichiganWelcome to the University of Michigan----Flint!Flint!Flint!Flint!    
Departure Checklist 

• Valid passport 
• Valid travel visa  

(Canadian citizens exempt) 
• Form I-20 
• Proof of financial support for 

course of study 
• Sufficient funds in U.S. 

dollars to cover tuition, 
expenses, and settling-in 
costs for the first semester 
for you and family members 
accompanying you 

• Medical records, including 
record of immunizations (in 
English); evidence of 
adequate insurance coverage 
(if you or your dependents 
are already insured) 

• Valid driver license and 
certified English translation 
(if you plan to drive in the 
U.S.) 

• Housing Arrangements– 
please contact ISC 

• Airport Pick-up Information 
• Mandatory international 

student orientation (August 
25th) - and attend it 

Fall 2007 Students on Orientation Day 

International International International International 
NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter    

Letter from the Director 

University of MichiganUniversity of MichiganUniversity of MichiganUniversity of Michigan----FlintFlintFlintFlint    

On behalf of the University of Michigan-Flint, I would like to welcome you to our campus and greater 
Flint community.  As a student in a foreign country, we understand that you may be anxious and un-
sure about your place in the campus and community. Living in a different country is big step and we 
commend you and appreciate your courage and interest in being a part of our institution. Our office 
caters specifically to you and we welcome you to visit anytime. 
 
We invite you to join the wide range of student organizations and activities at our campus. Getting 
involved is a wonderful opportunity to meet people and establish friendships that can last a lifetime. 
The experiences gained can greatly support many of your academic endeavors, giving you hands-on 
experience that is valuable to potential employees. 
 
Once again, I would like to extend a warm welcome to you and hope your stay at the University of 
Michigan-Flint is as a rewarding experience for you as it has been for the dozens of international stu-
dents who have passed through our halls. We urge you to be open and willing to grow, learn, and 
share your remarkable culture with your peers, both American and International. 

 
 
 

Kim Butka 
Interim Director 
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 PREPARING FOR TRAVEL 

Passport 
The passport is your basic travel document issued by your home country to identify you as a citizen. It is important to keep 
your passport valid at least six months into the future. If you need to have your expiration date extended on your passport, 
please contact your home government authority. 

I-20 
Your I-20 is a very important document that was issued to you by your school. The 
document is used for entry to the U.S. It is needed to apply for the F-1 visa. It is crucial 
to keep this document throughout your stay in the U.S. If you lose your I-20, it is 
important to report it to the International Student Center as soon as possible.  

I-94 Arrival/Departure Document 
The I-94 is a small white card that you have to fill out on the plane. An immigration officer will 
staple this in your passport. The card indicates how long you will be able to stay in the U.S; 
therefore, it is a very important document. If you have an F-1 Visa, you may remain in the U.S. as 
long as you are enrolled as a full-time student in a program, and as long as your I-20 is valid. This is 
indicated as D/S, which means that you may stay for “Duration of Status.” The I-94 card also indicates 
the date of entry.  

Entry to the United States 
According to United States immigration regulations, international students may enter 
the U.S. NO EARLIER than 30 days prior to the program start date on the  
I-20. 

As you prepare for your trip, 
keep in mind that you will have 
to consider weight restrictions 
for baggage.  
 
In order to avoid excess 
baggage charges, bring 
only essentials with you. 
 
Our current international 
students say they consider the 
following items most 
important: 
 
• Frequently used and 

favorite books 
• Educational instruments 

and supplies (calculators 
etc.) 

• Spare eye glasses or 
contact lenses 

• Adequate clothing 
(including national dress 
for special occasions) 

• Pictures, artifacts, and 
other items representative  
of your country 

What to Pack 

Required Documents 
Entry into the United States requires a passport, I-20 and a valid visa stamp. You will be given an I-94 upon admission into 
the United States. 

U.S Visa and SEVIS Fee 
If coming to UM-Flint from outside the United States, you will need to obtain a visa 
stamp from a U.S. consulate or embassy in order to be admitted into the U.S. You will 
be required to pay the SEVIS Fee, prior to visa issuance. For more information about 
paying the SEVIS Fee visit www.fmjfee.com. The visa in your passport gives you 
permission to enter the U.S. Together with your I-20, the visa identifies you as an 
international student and states what you will be doing and for how long.   
 
Canadian citizens are exempt from the U.S. visa stamp requirements. At the port of 
entry, Canadian citizens will need to present their I-20 along with proof of payment of 
the SEVIS fee, and adequate financial support to study in the United States. If you are a 
Canadian landed immigrant, you will be required to obtain a U.S. visa stamp. 
 
The validity of your visa pertains to the period which it may be used for entry into the 
United States.  
 
It does not indicate how long you may stay in the U.S. So, if you finish two years before 
your visa expires, this does not mean you can stay for two years longer. The only way 
to legally stay in the U.S. on a student visa is to actually be a student on a valid I-20. 
 
The visa in your passport must be valid when entering the U.S. If it is not valid, U.S. 
Customs will not let you into the country. If your visa should expire when you are 
abroad, you will need to contact a U.S. Embassy in order to renew your visa in order to 
reenter the U.S. 

What to expect at the Port of Entry 
When you get off the airplane in a U.S. city, you will enter the Port of Entry. The Port of Entry is the official passage into the 
United States.. This is where a customs official will review your passport, visa, I-20, and completed I-94. Be sure to have 
those documents on hand to give to the customs official. Depending on the time of day and city, you should expect a long line 
at the Port of Entry as well as questions from  customs official. After you have been approved, the official will fingerprint you 
and stamp your passport, I-20, and I-94, indicating the day and Port of Entry which you came through. All those documents 
will be given back you. Keep them all safe as they are record of your entry into and exit from the U.S. 
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Changing Your Plans 
If  your plans change and you cannot attend UM-Flint or if  you have to defer 

your enrollment to a different semester, please contact:  
 

Office of  Undergraduate Admissions (810) 762-3300 
Office of  Graduate Admissions (810) 762-3171 

Orientation 
The international student orientation is a special program for you. International students have found the orientation program 
to be valuable for making new friends as well as understanding the academic requirements and support services available at 
UM-Flint. Students will also receive important immigration information that will help them maintain legal status while they 
are in the United States.  Visit the International Orientation website at:  
www.umflint.edu/advising/international_orientation.htm  

Arriving at the Airport 
Let us know when your travel plans are arranged. The International Student Center offers airport pick-up service from the 
Flint Bishop International Airport. You can get a connecting flight to Flint Bishop Airport from the Detroit Metropolitan 
Airport. Although daytime arrival times are more convenient, it is possible to be picked up from the Flint airport regardless 
of the time, if you provide the ISC with your arrival information in advance. 

English Language Program  
The English Language Program (ELP) is an intensive language program designed to develop students’ skills in reading, 
vocabulary, writing, grammar, listening, and speaking.  Full time ELP students spend 20 hours per week in the classroom in 
morning and afternoon sessions while part time students attend 10 hours per week of instruction.    In addition to academics, 
the program offers cultural activities and field trips on- and off-campus.  The courses are taught by internationally 
experienced and dedicated staff members.  Upon arrival and at the end of each semester, students take the MELAB language 
placement exam.  Based on the MELAB results, students are placed into the appropriate level courses.   
Some students are conditionally admitted into the University of Michigan- Flint.  Once these students have met the language 
proficiency requirement, they may begin to take degree seeking courses.  Other students may come to the University of 
Michigan-Flint for a study abroad program where their sole purpose is to study English in the United States.  The University 
of Michigan-Flint also has students that come to the U.S. for one year to study both English and Business courses.   

MELAB Test – August 18, 2008 

If you plan to drive a car in Michigan, you must possess a valid Michigan driver license. 
However, for the first 6 months of your stay, it is possible to legally drive if you have a driver 
license from your home country and an accompanying English translation. The International 
Driver License is not valid in Michigan; however, it can serve as the English translation of 
your home country driver license. If you do not have an International Driver License, please 
make sure you have your home country driver license translated to English before your 
arrival.  
 
Though it is possible to drive with your driver license from home when you first arrive, we 
strongly recommend that you obtain the Michigan driver’s license as soon as possible if you 
plan to drive more than once or twice per week. The cost is low; and having a Michigan 
driver’s license can make it easier and cheaper for you to buy a car, rent a car, or buy car 
insurance. 
 
You may apply for a Michigan driver’s license at a Secretary of State branch office. The Flint 
office is across the street from the University Pavilion on Saginaw Street.. You must pass 
written, vision, and road skills tests before your license will be issued. You can go to the 
branch office and pick up a booklet that will help you pass the written test. For more 
information visit: www.michigan.gov/sos.  

Driving in Michigan 

You will receive a vertical drivers 
license if you are under the 21 
years of age, and a horizontal one 
if you are over 21 years of age. 
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Reporting to the ISC 

After you arrive in Flint, you 
must check in with the ISC. This 
process takes place during 
orientation. If  you fail to attend 
orientation, make sure you check 
in at the ISC within 15 days of  
your arrival. Bring the following 
documents with you: 
• Passport 
• I-94 Card 
• I-20  
 
UM-Flint is required to check 
these documents to confirm your 
status in the United States. Failure 
to do so could result in loss of  
your legal status in the U.S. 

Housing 

Health Insurance 

You will automatically be enrolled in health insurance called the University of Michigan International Plan 
(UMIP). If you have a different health insurance plan, it will need to meet the standards of UMIP in order to be 
waived out of the UMIP. To learn more about the UMIP coverage and to get the waiver form, go to 
www.umflint.edu/isc/health.htm. 

Off-Campus 
There are many apartments near campus and in the community. The International Student Center is a resource 
for you to find housing around campus that will suit your needs. Please note the ISC is only a resource for 
housing and is not affiliated with any housing agents or buildings. It is important that you have a credit card or 
sufficient cash (U.S. dollars) with you for your initial accommodations until an apartment can be located. 
Apartment owners require a deposit to be paid equivalent to two months rental charges in order to rent an 
apartment.. For help finding housing and/or roommates complete and send the Housing and Roommate 
Preference Form to the ISC: www.umflint.edu/isc/forms/Housingand Roommate%20Preference.pdf 

On-Campus 
There is on campus housing available for incoming undergraduate students who are of traditional college age. 
For more information about living in on campus housing, please visit: www.umflint.edu/housing/ 

Paying Tuition 

Employment 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has 
strict regulations about the employment of international 
students. Students holding F-1 visas are allowed to work 
on campus for up to 20 hours per week during the school 
year and more than 20 hours a week during vacation peri-
ods. Current U.S. immigration rules require prior au-
thorization by ISC for off-campus employment in your 
field of study. You are not eligible to receive a social secu-
rity number prior to receiving a job offer. Please visit the 
ISC with any questions. 

The university accepts payments in cash, personal checks, money orders, cashiers checks, and credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, 
and Discover only). On-line payment options include credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, and Discover only).  Please do not mail 
in cash payments. The University does not accept demand drafts. The university also offers a 3-Month Payment plan which 
allows students to pay tuition over a three month period. If your tuition is not paid in full by the due date and you are not 
enrolled in a payment plan you will not be dropped from your courses, but you will receive a 1.5% monthly late fee on the 
unpaid balance. You will not be able to register for a future semester and you will not be able to request official transcripts 
until your balance is paid in full. For more information, visit: www.umflint.edu/studentaccounts/tuition_fees.htm .  

For mobility , students can purchase cell phones. There are two 
options to consider: pre-paid plans and contract plans. With a 
pre-paid plan, you can purchase a phone and add minutes to it as 
you please with phone cards. You may discontinue usage at any-
time with little to no fees. Contract plans usually require you to 
sign a contract for which you must remain with the provider for 
two or three years. A credit check is usually required. If you 
choose to discontinue service before the contract term ends, you 
will be required to pay a fee, usually ranging between $150 to 
$300. Make sure you find out these details before you sign a 
contract. Some providers are listed below:  

AT & T: 4029 Miller Rd. (810. 733.6061) 
Sprint: 3372 S. Linden Rd. (810.720.6800) 
Verizon: 4375 Miller Rd. (810.230.0222) 
T-Mobile: 3341 Linden Rd. (810.230.6842) 

Cell Phones 
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 Welcome Activities 2008Welcome Activities 2008Welcome Activities 2008Welcome Activities 2008    

International Student Center Fall CalendarInternational Student Center Fall CalendarInternational Student Center Fall CalendarInternational Student Center Fall Calendar    

Academic CalendarAcademic CalendarAcademic CalendarAcademic Calendar    

August   27   Wednesday  Classes Begin 
September   1   Monday   Holiday-Labor Day 
November  25(10:30pm)  Tuesday   Thanksgiving recess begins 
December  1   Monday   Classes Resume 
   8   Monday   Classes End 
   10-13, 15-17  Wed-Sat, Mon-Wed Examinations 
   14   Sunday   Commencement  

September  1   Monday   Labor Day Picnic, Seven Lakes 
   3   Wednesday  International Taste Fest 
   9   Tuesday   “Stir it Up” 
   11   Thursday   Study Skills/Academic Integrity 
   13   Saturday   X-Treme Sport Festival (Volunteer) 
   23   Tuesday   “Stir it Up” 
   25,26   Thursday, Friday  O.P.T./C.P.T. Workshop 
   27   Saturday   Cedar Point 
 
October   7   Tuesday   “Stir it Up” 
   9   Thursday   Study Skills/Academic Integrity
   11   Saturday   American Cancer Society Walk  
   16   Thursday   Study Abroad Fair 
   18   Saturday   Cider Mill/Haunted House Maze
   21   Tuesday   “Stir it Up” 
   22   Wednesday  West African Dance Ensemble 
   23,24   Thursday, Friday  O.P.T./C.P.T. Workshop 
 
November  1   Saturday   Kokomo’s 
   4   Tuesday   “Stir it Up” 
   6   Thursday   Résumé Workshop  
   17-21   Monday-Friday  International Week 
   18   Tuesday   “Stir it Up” 
   21   Friday   North End Soup Kitchen (Volunteer) 
   27   Thursday   Thanksgiving 
 
December  2   Tuesday   “Stir it Up” 
   3   Wednesday  Crossroads Village 
   6   Saturday   Nutcracker Ballet 
   13   Saturday   Graduation Party 
    

New Student Welcome Day 
Tuesday, August 26 
Welcome Day Activities 
2:30 - 5:30 p.m. • University Center (UCEN) 
 
Welcome Day Barbeque 
5:30 - 7 p.m. • McKinnon Plaza 

 
New Student Convocation 
Tuesday, August 26 
New Student Convocation 
7:15 - 8:15 p.m. • Recreation Center 

 
Movie on the Lawn 
Thursday, August 28 
At Dusk • North Lawn 

 
Meijer Madness 
Saturday, August 30 
10 p.m. - 1 a.m. • Meijer on Center Road 

International Taste Fest 
Wednesday, September 3 
4 - 7 p.m. • UCEN Lobby 

 
Taste of Downtown 
Thursday, September 4 
4 - 7 p.m. • University Center (UCEN) lobby 

 
“College Humor” Comedy Show-
case 
Friday, September 5 
8 p.m. • UM-Flint Theatre 

 
Cultural Center Invasion 
Saturday, September 6 
9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. • UM-Flint Theatre 
 
 
 

Welcome Back Picnic 
Wednesday, September 10 
 
Annual Cake Race 
11 a.m. 
 
Picnic & Student Involvement Carnival 
Noon • McKinnon Plaza 
 
Evening Picnic 
5 p.m. • McKinnon Plaza & WSW Atrium 

 
9/11 Tribute and Benefit Concert 
Thursday, September 11 
4 p.m. • McKinnon Plaza 
 

Student Publication Reunion 
Friday, September 12 
6 - 8 p.m. • 3rd floor Loft Area University 

Center (UCEN) 
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USEFUL WEB RESOURCESUSEFUL WEB RESOURCESUSEFUL WEB RESOURCESUSEFUL WEB RESOURCES    

 
Academic Advising   http://www.umflint.edu/advising/ 

UG Admissions    http://www.umflint.edu/admissions/ 
GR Admissions    http://www.umflint.edu/graduateprograms/ 
ELP     http://www.umflint.edu/elp/ 
Flint Cultural Center   http://www.flintculturalcenter.com/ 
Human Resources   http://www.umflint.edu/hr/ 
International Student Center  http://www.umflint.edu/isc/ 
Recreational Services   http://www.umflint.edu/reccenter/ 
Registrar’s Office   http://www.umflint.edu/registrar/ 
Student Accounts   http://www.umflint.edu/studentaccounts/ 

Student Health Insurance  http://www.umflint.edu/isc/health.htm 
Student Information Services (SIS) http://www.umflint.edu/sis/ 
Student Life     http://www.umflint.edu/studentlife/ 

We hope this brochure has helped you plan your trip to the United States. If you have additional questions, you can 
email or call us at the International Students Center. We will be glad to answer any further questions when you arrive. 

Have a safe and pleasant trip and we look forward to meeting you.Have a safe and pleasant trip and we look forward to meeting you.Have a safe and pleasant trip and we look forward to meeting you.Have a safe and pleasant trip and we look forward to meeting you.    

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERSUSEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERSUSEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERSUSEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS    
Academic Advising     810.762.3085 
Bookstore      810.762.3030 
Cashier’s Office     810.762.3490 
Housing and Residential Life    810.237.6571 
International Student Center    810.762.0867 
ITS (Information Technology Services)  810.762.3123 
ITS HelpDesk      810.766.6804 
Registrar’s Office     810.762.3344 
Safety (Department of Public Safety)   810.762.3335 
Student Development Center    810.762.3456 
Urban Health and Wellness Center   810.424.5269 
Women’s Educational Center   810.237.6648 


