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| Doritta McDaniel of the School of Management talks to new international students.

On January 8, 2007, the International Student Center (ISC) celebrated the arrival of fif-
teen new international students. Each semester the ISC conducts an orientation session
to brief students on current immigration guidelines, as well as information regarding reg-
istration, campus services and resources. The orientation was lead by Patriece Campbell
of the ISC and Doritta McDaniel of the School of Management. Currently UM-Flint has
students from India, Canada, Jamaica, South Korea, China, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, Ne-
pal, Kenya, Nigeria, Romania, Syria, Russia, Peru, Japan, Pakistan, Turkey, Palestine,
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Winter 2007 Orientation International
Student
Organization
President

Rajiv Lancy, Canada

Vice President
Ahmed Alawami, Saudi Arabia

Treasurer
Sunil Pujari, India

Secretary
Chaynika Naveen, India

Fundraising Co—Chairs
Faysal Al-Hazza, Saudi Arabia
Ghada Sharif, Jordan
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Contact International

Student Organization!
iso_umflint@hotmail.com

Jordan, Kuwait, Zimbabwe and Germany.
(<

Standing: Sasha-Gaye Evans,
Faysal Al-Hazza, Robert Fitch,
Krysten Howard (Fitch) ‘06
Seated: lzabela Bacian, Ghada
Sharif, Patriece Campbell ‘06,
Chaynika Naveen, Peter
Hendricks

Sitting: Peter Campbell, Ahmed
Alawami, Christopher Evans ‘04

Here are Demetra Flores (Canada)- Doctoral of Physical Therapy, Patriece
Campbell (Jamaica)- Master of Public Administration and Ginny Stevens
(Canada)- Bachelor of Science in Biology.

April 24, 2007

Keynote address by Diana Carlin, Dean,
University of Kansas Graduate School &
International Programs.

Summit on - Winter 2007
'L?hﬁ?glri‘g:m“a"z'“g International Student Enrollment

graduate and undergraduate students are actively enrolled
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Fromthe Dream to Action

Living where future seemed grim and
desolate, where fear and apprehension
cast their shadows darker and darker
everyday, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
saw light! He had a dream, and knew
that living a nightmare cannot go on
forever. Barking dogs getting their fangs
drowned in blood of little schoolgirls, old
men and women being slugged and
beaten down by police officers, or Klans-
men setting houses on fire while families
try to enjoy dinner. Cruelty had many
faces, but only adhered to one motive:
Prejudice.

After a hundred years of passing the
emancipation proclamation, after a hun-
dred years, the slave was not a slave of
servitude, but a slave to inequality, how-
ever called free, a slave nonetheless.
African Americans saw King's dream,
they saw what their future is bound to
be if they would step up. Injustice never
prevails over justice, bad laws are no
laws at all.

As Dr. King, Jr. puts it in his Letter
from Birmingham Jail “0 2
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I, as a distant observer of history
through its pages, admired the up rise,
the peaceful revolt. Excessive pressure,
piling up raging emotions, if kept inside
for as long as a hundred years; one can
certainly not be blamed if one bursts
into an explosive frenzy of violence. Afri-
can Americans managed that pressure
and did not break. They non-violently
yet non-passively rejected oppression.
They did not treat vice with vice. They
conducted harmoniously a symphony of
triumph while exuding their blood, a
sacrifice of which they were to have no

regrets.

As they were ill-treated, they simply
allowed the world to witness cruelty in all
its faces. We constantly remind ourselves
of the strife our fellow citizens of the past
had to endure, for us to come into a world
and a nation that lost many of the faces
of cruelty. And when I refrain from giving
the last statement an
absolute value it is not
pessimism, it is ambi-
tion. Many controver-
sial issues arise every-
day. It is our duty and
¢/ our honorable obliga-
tion not to blur the
thin line between good
and bad, just and un-
just. We, as our broth-
ers and sisters had
been in the past, pioneers of good will.
Our stride in creating a tolerable present
and a better future must not come to a
halt; we have all tools admissible for posi-
tive change. The only concern is the sense
to approach, the motive to utilize, and the
passion to ignite the same in future gen-
erations.

All a shining torch needs is a spark;
the spark is bound to kindle the rising
star that people would use to found their
path. King opened our eyes to means of
holding the torch and passing it forward
to those after us, his dream will not come
true unless we muse in his thoughts and
embrace his actions that reshaped a na-
tion. My typed down thoughts, although
succinct, are hoped to be a torch in your
hand to be held high for people to see and
embrace. For we all have the same
dream, and we're the ones who are meant
to make it happen. God bless.

King, Jr., Martin L. Why We Can't Wait.
New York: New American Library, 2000.
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Check this quote ...
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- Kofi Annan

Immigration Notes
for International Students

International Students are encouraged to
pursue internship opportunities. It is
important that you follow the necessary
immigration rules regarding curricular
practical training in order to maintain
your F-1 status. Once you have located an
internship and have received an offer
letter it is necessary to visit the ISC to
complete paperwork.
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It is important for international students
to keep their information up-to-date with
the university for both university and
SEVIS/F-1 visa records. If any informa-
tion has changed, i.e. you intend to
change your major, you have a new phone
number or address, please contact the
ISC and the Registrar’s Office located at
266 UPAV.
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It is important for F-1 students to be “in
status” during their time in the U.S. Your
signed 1-20 is a contract between you and
the U.S. government and you must follow
the regulations. There are some things to
remember about number of credits per
semester. You must be registered for a
minimum of 12 credits during Fall and
Winter semesters. If you drop below full-
time for an extreme reason, you must
report to the ISC immediately. Being reg-
istered for less than full-time can only
happen once during each degree program,
and in your final semester before gradua-
tion.
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Legal off-campus employment is through
Curricular Practical Training (CPT) and
Optional Practical Training (OPT).

-, &"( for a maximum of
20 hours per week.
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If you have not paid your tuition for a
previous semester, you will not be al-
lowed to register. Your SEVIS record (F-1
status) can be terminated if you are not
registered by a specific date.
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If you have any questions, big or small,
about your visa status, don’'t hesitate to
come by or call the ISC, 767-6449.

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com




#) ) #)/$0) ) )+%/

Country Profile: Eritrea

Eritrea, a country bordering the Red
Sea in East Africa gained independence
from Britain in 1952, while a part of
Ethiopia. Ten years after independence,
Eritrea was annexed by Ethiopian Em-
peror Haile Selassie, which resulted in
a 32 year struggle. In 1993, Eritrea be-
came independent of Ethiopia, but con-
tinues to have border issues, resulting
in a UN patrolled buffer zone between
the two countries.

Eritrea does not have an official lan-
guage, but has three working languages
Tigrinya, Arabic and English. There are
also local dialects. Eritrea is considered
very multicultural, primarily because of
it's past as a trading hub and with its
nine ethnic groups. The country is pri-
marily influenced by Italian culture,
especially in the capital city of Asmara.

Traditional Eritrean dress varies by
ethnic groups. The Kunama people fre-

qguently dress in brightly covered gar-
ments, while the Tigrinya and Tigre
traditionally dress in bright white cos-
tumes, similar to traditional Oriental
and Indian clothing. The Rashaida
women are ornately bejeweled and wear
scarves.

Music is very popular in Eritrea and

has a unique sound that sets it apart
from the rest of Africa. Traditional in-
struments include the stringed kraar,
kebero, lyre, kobar and the wata. There
are many festivals celebrated. Soccer
and bicycle racing are popular sports in
Eritrea.

UM-Flint junior Feben Teklemicael was
born in Eritrea and relocated to Ger-
many after a few years. Feben attended
Southwestern Academy in Flint as an
exchange student. She currently studies
Business Administration.
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From BBC: http://news.bbc.co.uk/

Alumni
Profile
)&! :lIsabela Lalinde
: Colombia
‘2 : Bachelor of Science in Psychology
. 1 : May 2001
c # $ / : Charlotte, North Carolina
e %
c & * : Hispanic Diversity and Inclusion
e ( ) Specialist, Food Lion Corporate Office
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Warm, friendly and helpful atmosphere. It was
* ! ) ) t place to live and study and th
. % } ) ) a great place to live and study an e oppor-
) tunity to meet and have friends from all over
e ) the world was priceless.
< % ) - 5 #
Isa, as she was affectionately called, was one of
c % our first international students. She created
e 1 the International Student Organization in
o R ) ) / February 2000, as a means for students to net-

L # " $ #

International Cookbook Coming Soon!

Recipes provided by students, faculty and alumni.
Contact the ISC for more information.

work with each other. She, along with other
students, voiced concerns regarding scholar-
ships, housing and other needs for interna-
tional students. Those conversations ulti-
mately led to the creation of various services,
as well as the International Student Center.
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Patriot. Legend. WarTrior.
JetLiis Fearless

Jet Li stunned the movie world and
his legion of fans when he announced
that the movie “Fearless” (2006) was
his last martial art epic. The movie
was loosely based on the character of
Huo Yuanjia, a Chinese martial artist
that restored China’s pride and na-
tionalism during the time of Western
imperialism. He challenged foreign
fighters, who were expertly trained in
their respective form of fighting
against the traditional Chinese art
form of Wushu.

The movie starts off as a young and
eager Yuanjia tries to learn the fam-
ily's style of Wushu only to be re-
buffed by his father and master
wushu exponent, who wanted his son
to be more academically and socially
inclined than follow in his footsteps.
Witnessing his father being defeated
in a martial challenge inspired the
young boy to train and become the
greatest martial artist ever, vowing
never to be defeated.

The movie showcases the mind

blowing skill
~ and master-
ful handling
of weaponry
that has
made Jet Li
one of the
most recog-
nizable and
respected
martial art-
ists. It also
emphasizes
the true meaning of Wushu — where it
promotes the learning of self-defense,
the building up of health and mind,
and the instilling of pride and patriot-
ism into its members and the commu-
nity.

I recommend this movie for anyone
who is a fan of the martial art film
genre and also to give Jet Li his due
for entertaining us with his un-
equaled skill for the last time.
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Rewards of Foreign
Language Learning

Learning in a new cultural system is some-
thing which is challenging, however, pair this
with learning a new language and it becomes
even more of a daunting task. | am an interna-
tional student from India, majoring in Psy-
chology. One of my subjects this semester is
Spanish. It has long been a dream of mine to
learn about the Hispanic culture and lan-
guage.

I have always been fascinated by the charm of
some of the Hispanic personalities on televi-
sion and was excited to start Spanish and had
taken a resolve to do my best. Once the class
started, | realized that learning a foreign lan-
guage required much more hard-work than |
had anticipated. Apart from reading the text
and completing the assignments it included a
great deal of self-inspired practice.

I also realized during the course of the class
that learning a language was not all about
only learning the words. It involves a great
deal of attention towards the culture and its
people. | feel that if a person is able to under-
stand the people and social traditions, they
will actually be able to express themselves
fully in the language. After two months and
several grueling sessions | can confidently say
that I look forward to learning things that I
will cherish forever, and sincerely hope to ac-
quire much more knowledge on this wonderful
literary journey.
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Did you have any income during 2006?
If so, you are required to file taxes.
Call the ISC for more information.

The members of the internationally-recognized French-Canadian roots and
traditional musical trio, De Temps Antan, will spend a week at the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Flint and in surrounding communities. You are invited to
participate in this international cultural musical exchange with us.

De Temps Antan+ ,(.\" .1'3 .11
(7. .7 7841 993841 99
"+ 7157 Free &((

For more information please visit http://www.umflint.edu/igs_program/trio/

UM-F International Student Center
T-Shirts $7.00
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