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Identify a federal program and find out where it came from

1. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance


Online resource:  http://www.cfda.gov/ (or http://12.46.245.173/cfda/cfda.html).  
The service lists all active federal programs involving grants of assistance (within the U.S.) of various types.  Each program description lists the legislation authorizing the program and cites regulations (usually in Code of Federal Regulations) governing operation of the program.

Primary sources:  the legislation and its paper trail. 

Federal laws, texts and enhancements

2. United States Statutes at Large, Online 1995-    , 104th Congress-     at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/plaws/index.html 

3. U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News   Location:  Reference JK 11 .U58 date (1959-    )

Annual bound editions supplemented by soft cover pamphlets for current year.  Indexes in soft cover issues are cumulative (i.e. the latest issue's index covers all pamphlets for the year).  U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News contains public laws of the United States arranged chronologically.  In this way it duplicates the United States Statutes at Large.  It also contains legislative histories (i.e. lists of congressional reports, etc. pertaining to each Public Law).  For major pieces of legislation it also reproduces some or all of the House and Senate Reports pertaining to the legislation.

4. United States Code

Federal law in effect, in a subject arrangement.  An up-to-date code is available online at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/uscode/index.html and on both Lexis/Nexis Congressional Universe and Lexis/Nexis Academic.  (See below for more on Lexis/Nexis.)
5.  United States Code Annotated Location:  Reference  KF 62 1927 .W45 (Title & sections) 
An enhanced commercial reprint of the United States Code.  Contains citations to court cases, regulations, legal encyclopedia articles, and legislative histories in the United States Code Congressional and Administrative News (which happens to be from the same publisher).

6.  United States Code Service
Online resource available through Lexis/Nexis Congressional Universe or Lexis/Nexis Academic.  This is an online version of the United States Code with a friendlier interface than GPO Access, but without the enhancements of the United States Code Annotated.  Oddly, the two Lexis/Nexis versions may produce slightly different search results.  Cited as USCS. 

7.  Congressional Record   Documents Microfiche, Class X (in cabinets in former Government Documents area of Thompson Library)
Verbatim (theoretically) record of proceedings on the floor of Congress.  Annual and Biweekly indexes have legislative histories, especially useful for specific references to action on the floor of Congress as recorded in the Congressional Record.   

Microfilm of the Congressional Record and predecessor publications covering 1789-1976 are housed in the Microforms area on the first floor.  Microfiche of the final "bound" edition for 1977-1992 is in the (formerly known as) Government Documents Area microfiche cabinets.  (There may be some gaps, and generally there are no microfiche indexes).  Beginning with 1993 through early 2004 we received daily issues on microfiche only.    Daily issues have biweekly indexes instead of annual cumulated indexes.  
From 1995-    the Congressional Record is searchable on the World Wide Web at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/crecord/index.html, and in Lexis/Nexis Congressional.

8. Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents
Includes Presidential remarks on signing or proposing legislation.  Often cited in legislative histories in sources noted above.  Available online from 1993-  at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/wcomp/index.html.
9. Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States  

Location:  Main collection:  J 80 .A283 (set is incomplete).
Annual chronological compilations of presidential statements, etc. originally published in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents.  Use these if the Weekly Compilation... you need is not available.  

10.  Reports of House and Senate Committees on pending legislation:  Beginning with the 104th Congress (1995-1996) these reports are online at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/serialset/creports/index.html.  
We have access to House and Senate reports through Lexis/Nexis Congressional back to the 93rd Congress (approximately).  
Secondary sources for finding out how and why the legislation got passed

11. Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports  Location:  Periodicals section on third floor, Thompson Library.  Thompson Library has 1982-present (lacking 1993).
Weekly report on Congressional activity with narrative analyses of major legislation in process and voting records for each roll call vote.  Factual, non-partisan.

12. Congressional Quarterly Almanac  Location:  Reference JK 1 .C66 v.# (1975-    )

Compilation and condensation of material from Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report.

13. Congress and the Nation, 1945-1992  Location:  Reference KF 49 .C65 v.1-9
Condensation of material from Congressional Quarterly Almanac for the period 1945-1996.  Updates issued about every four years.

14. CIS Index / CIS Abstracts, 1970-2002 annual cumulations; monthly issues for 2003.
Location:  Reference Z 1223.Z7 C61

A monthly and annual index with abstracts of publications of Congress, including hearings, reports, "Documents" and "Committee Prints" (the last two can be almost anything printable).  The bound annual abstract volumes have a Public Law section (in the back) with legislative histories which give CIS entry citations for all publications related to the history of that law.  Beginning with 1984 a separate volume contains much more detailed legislative history information.  Service is available online as part of Lexis/Nexis Congressional Universe.  

LEXIS-NEXIS Congressional Universe
On the library home page, under “Articles and Databases,” choose Political Science from the “Please Select a Subject” pop-up menu, and click GO.  On the resulting page, scroll past the Periodicals section down to the Databases section, and click on LexisNexis Congressional – Congressional Publications.  Databases are listed in alphabetical order by title of the database.
Alternatively, you can click the “L” in the Browse list under Articles and Databases and click on LexisNexis Congressional – Congressional Publications.
Putting the legislation into action

15.  Federal Register.

More administrative law.  Regulations as proposed and as finally adopted by executive departments and other regulatory agencies appear here first before being incorporated into CFR.  It also includes a variety of other notices and information.  (Flint Public Library has microfilm from 1959-present.)  1994 to the present is searchable via the Web at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html.  It is also available in Lexis/Nexis Congressional-Congressional Publications (click “Regulations” in the left navigation bar) and Lexis/Nexis Academic Legal (select “Federal and State Codes” from the left navigation bar).
16. Code of Federal Regulations.  http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/index.html
The CFR is a codification (arranged in subject order) of federal administrative law.  These are the regulations that govern how federal agencies administer programs.  They may be general, or sometimes very specific regarding a particular program.  It is also available in Lexis/Nexis Congressional-Congressional Publications (click “Regulations” in the left navigation bar) and Lexis/Nexis Academic Legal (select “Federal and State Codes” from the left navigation bar).

Finding related federal publications

17. Catalog of Government Publications, available online at http://catalog.gpo.gov. 
This is an index to publications of the federal government back to mid-1976.  The search interface has most of the features of Mirlyn, Thompson Library’s online catalog (the two systems were developed by the same vendor), although it looks quite different.  The same information for 1976 to the present is available with a different search interface online in the GPO Monthly Catalog (click “G” next to Browse under Articles and Databases on the library’s homepage, then click “GPO Monthly Catalog”).  The Thompson Library no longer has any indexes to federal publications prior to mid 1976.
Periodical Indexes and other online databases:
The Thompson Library offers off-campus access to a number of online databases.  Start at the Thompson Library home page:  www.umflint.edu/library.  Use the “Please Select a Subject” pop-up menu under “Articles & Databases” to browse electronic resources by broad subject areas, or click on the beginning initial of a database title to browse alphabetically.  
18. Lexis/Nexis Congressional-Congressional Publications and Lexis Nexis Academic Legal
This pair of online resources includes online editions of many of the resources listed above.  Congressional Publications is a subscription, just for this class.  See number 14 above for access instructions.  (Note: UM-Flint people cannot access Lexis/Nexis through Ann Arbor’s web pages; always start your research from the UM-Flint library home page.)
19. Gale Databases (formerly known as InfoTrac)
Select “Databases: Indexes and Full-Text Articles” from the left navigation bar on the Thompson Library homepage, then click Gale Databases. Gale Databases index popular and scholarly periodicals on almost any subject.  There are several different useful databases on the service, with a lot of overlap between them.  You may search as many of them at once as you want by clicking the “Select” boxes to the left.  Start with Academic OneFile, General OneFile and Legal Trac.  Try other databases as needed.  
20. FirstSearch

Select “Databases: Indexes and Full-Text Articles” from the Library home page, then click FirstSearch.  This system includes a large number of separate indexes; you can search up to three at a time to search.  Click “List All Databases” toward the top left to see the indexes from which you can select.  Click the boxes to the left of the index titles you want to search, then click “select.”  Databases in First Search of particular interest:


Social Science Abstracts


Readers Guide Abstracts


Wilson Select Plus (contains full text articles)
21. ProQuest
Select “Databases: Indexes and Full-Text Articles” from the Library home page, then click ProQuest.  Good for most topics.  Most articles available in full text.  By default you will be searching all the current databases offered by ProQuest.  Click “Select Multiple Databases” (next to Database selection box) to choose particular databases to search, or to select historical full-text newspaper files.  

Miscellaneous Resources:
22. Superb online resource:  http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/federal.html. 
This is the website of the University of Michigan (Ann Arbor) Documents Center.  It includes links to almost any web-based resource pertaining to government, including tutorials on the legislative process.  NOTE:  Although this site links to Congressional Universe, UM-Flint people cannot use that link.  It is for Ann Arbor campus people only.  Access Congressional Universe through the UM-Flint Library home page only.  The same will be true for many resources shown on the Ann Arbor website.  You can’t get there directly, but we may have the same resource available thought our own website.  (On the other hand, we may not have access at all.  The Thompson Library cannot pay for licensing for many resources that Ann Arbor does pay for.)
From the state of Michigan:
Directory of State Administered Grants FY 1999-2000 [232K], October 1999.

Directory of State Administered Grants FY 2000-01 [239K], February 2001.
Directory of State Administered Grants FY 2001-02 [658K], March 2002.
Directory of State Administered Grants FY 2002-03 [387K], April 2003.
Directory of State Administered Grants FY 2003-04 [271K]. November 2003. 
Directory of State Administered Grants FY 2005-06 [404K]. March 2006. 
These publications describe and categorize grants-in-aid available through state of Michigan departments. 2005-2006 seems to be the latest available as of September 2008.
Budget of the United States Government:  http://origin.www.gpoaccess.gov/usbudget/  Using the Account Identification code for a program from CFDA, search for funding information on the program in the current or prior year budgets.  
Federal Assistance Award Data System (http://www.census.gov/govs/www/faads.html) may be worth investigating.  It is not a comprehensive database of federal grants, but does identify at least some grants in a state by CFDA number.  

Public Law 109-282, the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 calls for establishment of a free, publicly accessible, searchable website of federal awards.  Compliance may take several years.

Social Security Act:  http://www.ssa.gov/legislation/history/ and http://www.ssa.gov/history/law.html 

About Online Access To Resources:
Portions of the Library’s website (e.g. the Mirlyn catalog) are freely available to all web users.  In Mirlyn, access to Course Reserves and other Mirlyn features requires use of the unique name and Kerboros (or Ann Arbor) password (which may or may not be the same as your LAN password).  If you are trying to use a restricted resource, such as a licensed database, from off campus, you will be asked to authenticate as a UM-Flint affiliate by supplying your unique name and LAN password.  

If you explore Ann Arbor’s website, you will find databases you cannot access even though we offer access to the same database on our own homepage. Ann Arbor’s authentication is different than ours, and we do not subscribe to all the databases Ann Arbor subscribes to.  Always start your research from the Thompson Library homepage.

Computers in the Library:  
The library has a number of Internet-only computers.  Only the four nearest the circulation desk on the third floor can be used by the general public without login.  UM-Flint students may use ANY computers in the library using their uniqname and LAN password to log on.  To print from library computers you use your M-Card as a debit card.  Add value to it using a machine near the “Photocopies” sign at the southwest corner of the third floor.

Some of the computers in the library are ITS (Information Technology Services) lab computers. They are in the row of study carrels extending north and south underneath the “Periodicals” sign on the third floor, and in the corresponding place on the second and first floors.  They have all the applications and capabilities of computer labs in other buildings.    The cost of printing on the ITS lab computers is deducted from the printing charge you paid in your fees for the semester, at $.05 per page.
