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   ACCELERATED SECOND DEGREE PROGRAM   
For students with a previous Bachelor’s degree who don’t already have an RN License

Why a BSN?
It’s a great time to be a nurse!  Are you ready for a life change?  Opportunities for nurses are abundant and are evolving in numerous new and challenging directions.  At one time, nurses were primarily prepared for work in hospital settings.  Today, a large variety of rewarding opportunities is available in a range of geographic and cultural settings.  RNs design, provide, manage, and evaluate nursing care for individuals, families, and communities through evidence-based practice.  Theoretical and clinical learning experiences prepare students to meet the health care needs of a diverse society by providing holistic health care to the acutely and chronically ill and also by instructing clients in health promotion and disease and injury prevention.  A BSN degree allows for career flexibility and serves as the foundation for education at the Master’s or Doctoral level. 
Where do I start?

You must have a previous Bachelor’s degree to be eligible for this program, and be committed to an intense, concentrated program of study.  Students who wish to join the Accelerated Second Degree BSN Program first apply to the University for admission.  Apply online at http://www.umflint.edu/admissions/.  While completing prerequisite requirements, you will enroll in the University of Michigan-Flint School of Health Professions and Studies Pre-Nursing program.  Pre-Nursing students may schedule an appointment with a Pre-Nursing Advisor by calling 810-762-3085.  Walk-ins are welcome in the Academic Advising Center, Room 285 University Pavilion.  The University of Michigan-Flint has a revolving admission policy, and you may be admitted to the University to begin prerequisite work in fall, winter, spring, or summer.  Core Curriculum courses for the program begin in the fall semester.  

How do I apply to enter the Accelerated Second Degree BSN Program?

To be admitted into the Accelerated Second Degree BSN Program, you must complete an application packet, available on the UM-Flint Nursing website (www.umflint.edu/nursing), due January 20 for fall admission.  Participation in the Pre-Nursing program does not insure acceptance into the BSN Program.  Admission to the BSN Program is competitive.  A minimum overall GPA of 3.0 is preferred, and a 3.0 average is required in prerequisite courses.  Applicants are also required to take the HESI Admission Assessment (A2).  The HESI will be offered through the Office of Extended Learning starting in March 2010.  Please see the website for HESI registration information.  It is likely that the prerequisite GPA, overall GPA, and HESI score of accepted students may be well above minimum requirements.  To learn details of the application and selection processes, prospective applicants are encouraged to attend a Department of Nursing information meeting specific to second degree students.  Scheduled dates are available on the website.  
Will I be required to complete a Criminal Background Check?

In seeking to provide a safe learning environment and comply with standards set forth by clinical agencies, all undergraduate nursing students will be required to complete a criminal background check after admission to the program.  A disclosure statement will be required at the time of application.  Clinical agencies may require further screenings and checks as well.  The criminal background check must be performed by the vendor designated by the Department of Nursing or by a vendor designated by a clinical agency.  Data obtained through the criminal background check is reviewed by the Department of Nursing in consultation with legal counsel to ensure compliance with requirements set by the Department of Nursing and clinical agencies.  Each student is responsible for costs incurred for their criminal background check(s).

What types of courses will I take while in the Accelerated Second Degree BSN Program?

The Accelerated Second Degree BSN Program consists of two areas:  Prerequisite Courses and the Nursing Core Curriculum.  The Nursing Core Curriculum is an intense, concentrated, year-round program of study.  It consists of four full-time semesters of nursing courses completed over 16 months.  Eight of the core courses include a clinical component, which requires a significant time commitment within a regional hospital or another health care facility.  
What are the Prerequisite Courses for the Accelerated Second Degree BSN Program?
PROGRAM PREREQUISITES (must be completed before beginning the core curriculum):  


PSY 313
Developmental Psychology
BIO 167 and 168 Anatomy and Physiology I & II 
BIO 135 
Microbiology (with lab) 
CHM 252   
Organic/Biochemistry 


NSC 207
Pathophysiology
NSC 209
Nutrition

NSC 233
Pharmacology

NUR 120   
Basic Skills or completion of a Nurse Assistant program
Notes:

· Four prerequisites (at least two must be sciences) are required before applying to the Nursing Program. 
All are required before beginning the Nursing Core Curriculum.    

· Biology credits must be no more than seven years old (BIO 167, 168, & 135.)  Speak to an advisor about options.
· SWR 301 and PSY 237 are also accepted in place of PSY 313.
· Students with previous CHM courses:  A combination of courses may be used to fulfill the CHM 252 requirement.  
Consult the Nursing department to determine this.

A minimum grade of C+ is required for prerequisite courses.  The exception is chemistry; a grade of C is acceptable in chemistry.

What is the Nursing Core Curriculum for Accelerated Second Degree BSN students?


	Semester 1-Fall
	Semester 2-Winter
	Semester 3-Sp/Summer
	Semester 4-Fall

	NUR 240     (9)

Nursing Care of the Adult I
	NUR 340     (9)

Nursing Care of the Adult II
	NUR 330     (5)

Maternity Nursing   
	NUR 410     (6)

Community Health   

	NUR 202     (3)

Health Assessment   
	NUR 405     (5)

Mental Health Nursing   
	NUR 335     (5)

Parent-Child Nursing
	NUR 430     (5)

Management /Leadership  

	NUR 308*   (3)

Research in Nursing  
	
	NUR 369*   (3)

Transcultural Care  
	NUR 435     (5)

Synthesis   


*NUR 308 Research in Nursing and NUR 369 Transcultural Care may be completed before being admitted to the program.  These requirements may be satisfied by previous coursework.  Consult your advisor.
A minimum grade of C+ is required in the Nursing Core Curriculum.  
This curriculum is subject to change without notice.


Are there any additional curricular requirements?

Accelerated Second Degree BSN students are required to take nationally-developed tests throughout the curriculum.  In the last semester of the curriculum, students are required to take a comprehensive nationally-normed exam.  Students must achieve a satisfactory score (as determined by the Department of Nursing) on this comprehensive exam prior to graduation.  

What is the passing standard for Nursing program requirements?
A minimum grade of C+ is required for prerequisite courses and Nursing Core Curriculum.  The exception is chemistry; a grade of C is acceptable in chemistry courses.  

ACCREDITATION
The Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE), the accrediting body of the American Association of Colleges of Nursing, granted ten-year accreditation to the baccalaureate program in Nursing in April, 2006.  
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