UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN – FLINT

DEPARTMENT OF NURSING

POLICY: SCHOOL CLOSING/CLASS OR CLINICAL CANCELLATION
WEATHER RELATED SCHOOL CLOSING:

When school closes at the start of the clinical day:
1.       Clinicals and CTA/Preceptor experiences are cancelled when the University is closed. Exception:  students assigned in/traveling to areas not affected by weather (e.g. out-of-state RN students).  Other exceptions may be made by the instructor.  
2.       Clinical days lost due to University closing are not required to be made up.  Opportunities for make-up of clinical days may be scheduled at the discretion of the faculty.
Notification Process:  Faculty and students are responsible for signing up for and looking for messages from the University of Michigan Emergency Notification Alert System.  Students are responsible for notifying their assigned CTAs/Preceptors.
 

When school closes for weather after the clinical day has started:
1.       Students in group sites will leave as soon as possible.  Care must be taken not to disrupt the site operation or to impair patient care.   Instructors will determine what must be completed before leaving and must stay to supervise students until all have completed necessary tasks.  

2.     We will not notify students who are with a preceptor or CTA.  If the student becomes aware of the school closing, s/he may go home.  Or, they may opt to stay in that setting if the CTA/Preceptor and faculty remain available to supervise.
Notification Process:  Faculty and students are responsible for signing up for and looking for messages from the University of Michigan Emergency Notification Alert System. 
 

Student participation with CTAs/Preceptors during breaks:
1.        Christmas Break:  The University is closed.  No clinical activities may take place.

2.      Spring Break:  University offices are open during spring break.  It is expected that faculty and students are on break.  In special circumstances and at the discretion of lead faculty, arrangements may be made for a student to complete clinical hours under the supervision of a CTA or Preceptor during spring break.
Notification Process:  The Director and the Department of Nursing staff will be notified if a student has made arrangements to complete clinical hours during spring break.  
 

CLASS OR CLINICAL CANCELLATION
1. If an adjunct instructor needs to cancel a clinical due to an emergency situation, they must contact the lead instructor as soon as possible so that a substitute may be arranged if possible and appropriate notifications arranged with students and agency as indicated.    
2. Lead instructors are encouraged to develop a substitute list and arrange for substitute clinical instructor when possible in the event of an emergency cancellation.

3. In weather situations, if school is not cancelled, recommend a DELAY for clinical sites as preferable to cancellation.
4. If a class or clinical must be cancelled, it does not need to be made up.
Approved  by the Department of Nursing Faculty Committee 2/17/10.   Amended to include the Emergency Notification Alert System 12/10.   
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