English 363/563
Blumner

Theory into Practice Paper Project
The idea behind this project is quite simple; I would like you to explore a topic of interest to you that can actually be implemented in a Writing Center (or a tutor training course).  My expectation is that you will gain valuable insight into some aspect of Writing Center theory and practice that goes above and beyond what we have covered in class.  Hopefully, what you learn will provide you with additional opportunities for your own future tutoring/teaching practices.

Since good Writing Center practice is informed by good theory, you will need to look at both aspects of your topic.  

Specifically here is how you should create your 2400-3600 word (8-12 page) project:

· Introduction:  Thoroughly introduces your topic to the reader. Why is this topic important?  What are its theoretical/practical implications?  How will it affect the Writing Center activity?  How will it affect student writers?  What do you intend to do?  How?  Why?

· Theory:  What do the theorists say about the topic?  Do they all agree on one approach?  What are the differences of opinion you notice in the literature?  What contributions have been made to the development of the topic?  Are there areas of the topic not covered by theorists?  What can you add to/learn from the research?

· Practice:  In this section you will actually create a project/assignment/unit/sequence based on your topic.  In addition to providing a sample of what your project will look like, you need to explain the reasoning behind it.  Why is this a good plan?  How will it help students become better writers?  How will it help teachers become better teachers?  How will it fit into a unit/semester/assignment? 

Your papers will be evaluated on the following:

· Incorporation of theory into practice
· Applicability of the practice you propose
· Understanding, analysis, and incorporation of course material into your text

· Clarity and organization of your writing
· Following MLA guidelines
· Few or no surface feature issues in your writing.  

Note: Graduate students need to do the following:
· develop a strong theoretical component in their text
· write 3600-4500 words (12-15 pages)

· include at least 10 secondary sources (6 of which must be texts beyond our course readings). 
Paper Due Date: December 10
